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My name is Gina Maroney and I live in New Hartford, Connecticut.  I fully support HB 5372 An Act 

Concerning Dyslexia Instruction Offered in Teacher Preparation Programs. 

 

I have two children ages 16 and 14 who are in 10th and 8th grade but they are not attending our 

regional middle school / high school. They both attend private schools where the teachers are 

trained to work with dyslexic students.  

 

When my children started kindergarten at our public school, I had no idea they would later be 

diagnosed with dyslexia and trusted that the public school would be able to teach them. I was 

wrong because although they both struggled with reading throughout their elementary school 

years, had Individual Education Plans (IEP’s), and were receiving pull-out instruction in reading, it 

was not until 6th grade and INDEPENDENT EVALUATIONS that I found out they were dyslexic. 

This was all because no one in the New Hartford School system was trained to identify or had the 

teaching knowledge and tools to meet their dyslexic needs. The teachers were not even 

knowledgeable enough to let me know my children could only read at a 3rd and 4th grade reading 

level although they were about to enter 7th grade. 

 

This late identification wasted not only the most important years of my children’s prime opportunity 

to learn to read but used valuable tax payer dollars to have outside evaluations all because New 

Hartford Public School teachers were not properly trained to identify nor teach dyslexic student’s. If 

my children had been identified as having dyslexia in Kindergarten or 1st grade, they would not of 

suffered the teasing from other students, being looked at as “the dumb kid”, or be suffering from 

poor self-esteem. 

 

I am hopeful with the passing of this new dyslexia bill that it will give our teachers the knowledge 

and tools to meet the needs of children with dyslexia. If teachers received proper dyslexia training 

while attending our colleges or universities, it would save districts’ money (ie. the taxpayer), 

teachers’ time, and students from falling behind. This bill could ensure minimum standards for 

knowledge and practice within our institutions of higher education on how teachers are prepared in 

structured literacy and how this will benefit both teachers and students. 

 

Please support HB 5372 An Act Concerning Dyslexia Instruction Offered in Teacher 

Preparation Programs. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Gina Maroney, parent 

New Hartford, CT 


